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Wednesday, May 02, 200

Darts champion fined 12,000 for indecently assaulting fans.

By Gordon Darroch
NINE-TIMES world darts champion Phil Taylor yesterday spoke of his relief after he
escaped a jail sentence for indecently assaulting two female fans.Taylor, who was
nominated for an MBE in the New Year's Honours list, described his court ordeal as "the
worst two years of my life” after being fined 12,000 at Dunfermiine Sheriff Court

The 40-year-old father-of-four from Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire, was found
quilty at an earlier hearing of fondiing two 23-year-old women in his luxury camper van
after a darts exhibition event in Fife in 1999,

Tony Anderson, defending Taylor, said potentially lucrative sponsorship deals and TV
appearances, as well as Taylor's MBE award, had been jeopardised by his conviction in
March. Sentencing Taylor, Sheriff Isobella McColl said she would not be drawn into
making a "moral judgement® on "drunken young women who get into a van"

She said: "In our law, it is recognised that personal integrity should be protected, even
that of drunken young women.”

However, she said the offence was not serious enough to justify a jail sentence. "T've
taken into account you are a first offender and you have suffered considerably already
professionally, financially and because of your celebrity." Instead Taylor was fined
71,000 for each offence and ordered to pay within 28 days

Speaking as he left court with his wife, Yvonne, by his side, Taylor said he was "very
delighted".

He added: "We are considering an appeal, we've got to sit down now. There's either
two things - we can put a line under it and carry on with our lives or we can consider
an appeal and that really is with the solicitor now. We'll be talking over the next week."

Mrs Taylor, 38, added: "It was bad but it's all over now, back to normal.”

Campaigners attacked the sentence as lenient, claiming the fine would have little
financial impact on Taylor.

Sandy Brindley, of the Glasgow Rape Crisis Centre, said: "There has been a lot of
concern over a number of years about what can be said to be lenient sentences being
handed down.

"A 12,000 fine doesn't seem that harsh, given what the two women went through.”
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